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Date: 12/5/2019

Event Title:

Watch Officer: = Matthew Loesel

Explosion at TPC Facility in Port Neches, TX
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Notes:

Date: 12/5/2019

Event Title:

Overview:

On November 27, 2019, a report was received from the National Response Center about an
explosion at a facility in Port Neches, TX.

A second explosion occurred at approximately 1400 on November 27, 2019. Residents within a
four-mile radius of the site were ordered to evacuate. The evacuation was lifted at 1000 on
November 29, 2019.

South 4 Group Fire 19:00 on 120419 Update

Since mid day yesterday, winds shifted from blowing toward the SE to a calm wind blowing to
the west last night and now from the northwest again.

At 10 am, it’s projected winds will increase to about 10mph and continue toward the NW. As
the winds shiftedt, elevated concentrations of 1,3-Butadiene were reported in the community
located southwest of the Site (sustained at approximately 0.7 ppm) and the fire station
(sustained at approximately 9.0 ppm) located at the southwest boundary of the Site.
Measurements were confirmed, and Unified Command notified the local authorities. The
County Judge recommended sheltering in place for Port Neches effective from 6:00 pm on
December 4, 2019 until 6:00 am on December 5, 2019. Elevated 1,3-Butadiene concentrations
continue to be monitored in the community at this time. Unified Command continues to
evaluate the situation. The Port Neches- Grove ISD has canceled school for the remainder of the
week.

South 4 Group Fire 21:45 on 120419 - Voluntary Evacuation Order

Winds continue toward the west. Air monitoring concentrations for 1,3-Butadiene continue to
be measured in the community over the last hour with a maximum of 5.0 ppm, average 1.031
ppm from 27 detections by TPC. Over the last 7.75 hours since 1400 hours, the 1,3-Butadiene
measured detections average 1.79 ppm from 196 detections with a maximum of 12.09 ppm in
the community. TPC is working to repair/replace the relief valve on the tank {25) and continues
suppressing vapors utilizing a water curtain. The Judge plans to issue a voluntary evacuation
order for the city of Port Neches shortly.

South 4 Group Fire 0600 update
Local authority issued and are maintaining the voluntary evacuation order and will continue to

assess the status with UC’s continuous operations to secure the tank (25) and conducting air
monitoring in the community.

TCEQ continues to monitor the situation and has multiple air teams in the community.

EPA is adding additional air monitoring resources and has requested assistance from ATSDR.
ATSDR will be deploying to the Site EOC as will an asbestos expert from region 6.

This is an update out of the normal schedule due to Shelter in place

Watch Officer: = Jhana Enders Media Interest: | None
Silver City Mercury

The incident occurred on 11.29.19 and involved three adults at a rental property. It was
reported that approximately 2 tablespoons (1 Ib) of mercury was released within the trailer
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State, Local and
other Federal
Agency Actions:

EPA Actions:

Notes:

house. The Las Cruces NM Fire Department (FD) responded to the incident with the NM State
Police. The FD utilized a mercury spill kit and the state's Lumex mercury analyzer to address the
gross contamination. The FD secured the gross contamination into plastic bags and left them
within the trailer. On 12/02/19, the NMDOH submitted NRC report #1265288 and on 12.03.19
requested EPA assistance.

The Las Cruces NM Fire Department and NM State Police initially responded to the incident.
State agencies include the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), New Mexico
Department of Health (NMDOH) and the New Mexico Department of Public Safety (NMDPS).
Other federal agencies include the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR).

0SC Martin and START deployed to a mercury spill in Silver City, NM at the request of the NM
Department of Health (NMDOH). Upon arrival at the incident location, the EPA team met with
the property manager of the trailer park. The manager reported that the occupants were under
an eviction notice which will become final Friday December 6 at 4 PM. START made an entry to
survey the inside of the trailer. They detected mercury vapor levels from 15 to 90 micrograms
per cubic meter within the trailer breathing space, and 96 micrograms per cubic meter within
the dryer. No media involvement at this time.

Chabhat Repoits

No HQ Spot Reports for this reporting period
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